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ABSTRACT


Education is considered as the foundation stone of any individual’s and economy’s growth. Education gives the strength and confidence to the person to stand in front of someone. Because of the change in the requirements of this dynamic world, education policy also needs to be updated from time to time. In terms of the dynamism the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 trying to match the global needs. With this motive Indian Government trying to fill the gaps in India education system to make it globally accepted through new national educational policy 2020. The NEP in India was announced by MHRD on July, 2020 with the motive to make Indian education system holistic, flexible, and multidisciplinary so that the needs and demands of 21st century can be easily met.
As the students are the backbone of any education system, the present study is an effort to find out the factors influencing perception of Under-Graduate Students towards National Education Policy (N.E.P.) 2020. The researchers also tried to understand the awareness level among the Under-Graduate Students towards the NEP 2020 and find out the factors associating with it. In this study, sample size was 127 Under-Graduate Students from different courses namely, management, science and technology. The reliability was found 0.936. Exploratory Factor Analysis using SPSS 17 has been applied on the responses of 127 UG students. Total three factors resulted in the study affecting perception of Under-Graduate Students. The study will be further considered other area as well.
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INTRODUCTION
Education is the decisive factor of the growth and development of not only individual but also of economy. Education shapes up the internal as well as the external personality of students. That’s why it is very important to make education system dynamic, flexible and adaptable to the current needs and demands of the stakeholders of Indian industry. To cope up with the changing expectations of education system, Indian government announced New Education Policy on 29th July, 2020.
In 2019, the Ministry of Human Resource Development released a Draft New Education Policy 2019, which was followed by a number of public consultations. The Draft NEP discusses reducing curriculum content to enhance essential learning, critical thinking and more holistic experiential, discussion-based and analysis-based learning. It also talks about a revision of the curriculum and pedagogical structure from a 10+2 system to a 5+3+3+4 system design in an effort to optimize learning for students based on cognitive development of children.
On 29 July 2020, the cabinet approved a new National Education Policy with an aim to introduce several changes to the existing Indian education system.
Necessity of Updating in New Education Policy
NEP took six years of work and consultations with thousands of educators, policymakers, and members of civil society. It was a democratic effort and is exceptionally optimistic thought process with the motive to have a rousing education system by 2040 and with unbiased right to use to the highest quality education for all learners despite of social and economic background.
Perceiving the need to stay aware of a quickly changing world and information, the NEP 2020 verbalizes that the rationale of the education system is to develop good human beings competent of balanced thought and action. It should possess sympathy and compassion, courage and flexibility, methodical temper and creative thoughts, with resonance ethical moorings and values. 
Such solid emphasis on value and quality is praiseworthy, as is the effort to widen the scope of quality education in India. The policy proposes a move ahead from rich content in the curriculum to make room for critical thinking, holistic, inquiry-based, discovery-based, discussion-based, and analysis-based learning objectives. Giving equivalent importance to co-curricular activities, it mandates a swing toward multi-disciplinary learning, away from inflexible learning of “arts,” “science,” and “commerce” streams, with transformed focus on 21st century skills.
NEP 2020 is proposed into four major parts. As the proposition of New Education Policy centers around the key areas like School Education that includes Pre-school education, Higher Education and other key areas to focus. It also taken into consideration that how it is going to put into practice & establishing of newer organizations to adjust the structure. NEP 2020, describes and counter the following challenges as Quality, Affordability, Equity, Access & Accountability. 
Though it’s just one year of the implementation of NEP in India, the students have already made a perception towards it. As the students are the direct, real and vital stakeholders of the NEP 2020, it is very important to know their attitude towards NEP 2020. 
Review of Literature
Kalayani (2020) in his study concluded that the education system has shifted the focus from learn what the system want to provide to learn what the students wants to learn according to their choice and preferences. Introduction of vocational courses is a new concept, lowering the tension of board exams, introduction of new subjects, diminishing the wall of streams and many more positive things are proposed. 
Ansari (2020) stated in the article that the National Education Policy 2020 gives emphasis to research and innovation by increasing the expenditure on research; organizing more hackathons for students, and by encouraging a dialogue between academia, industry and research lab.
Madhav and Minnu (2020) in their article stated that the NEP 2020 has been exposing with a lot of thought process and optimism by Government of India. The projected delivery of education is tremendously broad based, cautious and all-inclusive. There are no precise compartments, limitations and divisions. The predict span of time, which is nearly 20+ years, is significantly long-drawn-out. It starts with the school level as grass root level, goes through the graduate and even higher level of education to post graduate level as well. Main push is on multidisciplinary, holistic approach and with international education. One of the main emphasis is on Vocational & occupational education, which is hypothetical start earlier in school phase. The policy bifurcated in to 3 parts of deliverance as per the level of the students and 4th part as the way to make it happen.
Aithal,S. and  Subra Jyothsna,  A.(2020) studied  the  effectiveness  of NEP 2020 in achieving the objectives. The study emphasized the features of NEP 2020 and compared with an existing education policy. The researchers suggested implementation of provisions relating to providing   appreciation regarding article publishing, faculty training and Ph.D. mandatory and so on. 
Praveen, J. and Pooja, P. (2020) in their study criticized of the NEP 2020 related to the holistic development in the education sector and emphasized on the changes to be adopted by the educational institutions, universities, colleges etc. for the active implementation of National education policy 2020. 
Muskan, S. (2020) examined all the divisions of education sector and their effects on the Indian economy. The researcher explained the NEP 2020 from its inception till its implementation. The study also described the numerous challenges to be faced by the educational institutions in implementing the NEP 2020.
Research Gap
NEP 2020 was announced by MHRD with an objective to get ready our generation Z for the future industrial needs and demands. NEP 2020 is ultimately going to affect the life and mindset of the students. Therefore it is very important that they should be aware about the various dimensions of NEP 2020. As N.E.P. is related with the students, yet till now no study has been done on analyzing factors affecting the perception of students towards NEP 2020. This study is just an initiating effort towards finding out the factors influencing perception of UG students towards NEP 2020.
Objectives of the study
To test the awareness level of students UG students towards implementation of NEP-2020
To identify the factors affecting perception of UG students towards Implementation of NEP 2020.
Hypothesis of the Study
H0: The awareness level of UG students towards implementation of NEP 2020 is not significant.
Ha: The awareness level of UG students towards implementation of NEP 2020 is significant.
Research Methodology
Type of Research: The type of research used by researcher is exploratory in nature.
Sample Size: The sample size taken for the study is 127 under graduate Students.
Sample Selection: Convenient Sampling method has been adopted for the selection of the samples.
Data Collection: Primary data has been collected through the questionnaire method.
Data Analysis Tools: For data analysis researcher Percentage analysis and graphical tools using MS-Excel and Factor Analysis using SPSS 17 on the responses collected.
DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
Reliability Analysis
For the reliability of the construct researcher have applied the Cronbach alpha. The value for the construct was .932. This indicates that the instrument is acceptable. 
	Reliability Statistics

	Cronbach’s Alpha
	Cronbach’s Alpha Based on Standardized Items
	N of Items

	.936
	.932
	21



Sample Adequacy and Test of Sphericity
The appropriateness of any data for factor analysis depends upon KMO measure of sample adequacy and Bartlett’s test of Sphericity. KMO measure of sample adequacy was found to be 0.929 and Bartlett’s test of Sphericity was also found to be significant. Thus it was considered to be fairly acceptable for factor analysis.
	KMO and Bartlett's Test

	Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy.
	.929

	Bartlett's Test of Sphericity
	Approx. Chi-Square
	1416.968

	
	df
	210

	
	Sig.
	.000


DemographicDistribution
	Gender

	Category
	No.of
Respondents
	Percentage

	Male
	53
	41.73

	Female
	74
	58.26

	Total
	127
	

	Age

	Category
	No.of
Respondents
	Percentage

	15-18
	38
	29.92

	19-21
	84
	66.14

	Above 22
	5
	3.93

	Total
	127
	


	Family MonthlyIncome

	Category
	No.of
Respondents
	Percentage

	Below 2 Lac
	72
	56.69

	2-4 Lac
	40
	31.49

	4-6 Lac
	10
	7.87

	Above 6
	5
	3.93

	Total
	127
	


Inferences 
The above table shows the demographic distribution of the data. Gender wise distribution showsthat41.73 %oftherespondentsweremalewhereasfemalerespondentswere58.26%.Theagewise distribution indicates the majority of respondents’ i.e. 66.14 % belong to the age group of 19-21years.To contribute to family income category major responses were received from the respondents having below 2 lac familyincome level as their family monthly income and their contribution in the study was56.69 %.
Awareness level of students towards NEP 2020.
	Awareness Level
	No.of
Respondents
	Percentage

	High
	67
	52.75

	Moderate
	40
	31.49

	Low
	20
	15.74

	Total
	127
	



[image: image1.png]Awareness Level

m High
m Moderate
= Low





Inferences 
The above pie-chart shows the distribution of 127 respondents on the basis of their awareness level. The percentage analysis proves that majority of the respondents that is 67% are having awareness towards NEP 2020.
Factor Analysis
Factor Description 
Factor analysis has been applied to Study the Factors Influencing Perception of Under-Graduate Students towards National Education Policy (N.E.P.) 2020. The result has come up with 3 factors described below:
	S.N. 
	Factors 
	Eigen Values 
	% of Variance 
	Cumulative % 

	1 
	Academic & Career Factor
	9.600
	45.716
	45.716

	2 
	Skill and Learning Capabilities Factor
	1.420
	6.764
	52.480

	3 
	Economic Factors
	1.099
	5.235
	57.715



Scree Plot 
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Academic & Career Factor: First factor has been considered as  Academic & Career Factor which consists of total 5 variables with the below factor loadings:
	S.N.
	 Variables
	Loading

	1 
	Curricular Opportunities 
	.776 

	2 
	International Education Standards 
	.702 

	3 
	Academic & Non-academic Commitment 
	.696 

	4 
	Choice of Subjects 
	.686 

	5 
	Industry Requirements 
	.591 


1. Skill and Learning Capabilities: Second factor has been considered as Skill and Learning Capabilities which consists of  total 10 variables with the below factor loadings:
	S.N.
	Variables
	Loading

	1 
	Learning Competency 
	.736 

	2 
	Intellectual Skill 
	.709 

	3 
	Skill as per  future 
	.693 

	4 
	Mathematical & Logical Thinking 
	.683 

	5 
	Learning & Support System 
	.611 

	6 
	Research Ability 
	.568 

	7 
	Learning Capabilities 
	.547 

	8 
	Vocational Training 
	.471 

	9 
	Specialization
	.443 

	10 
	Open & Distance Learning 
	.437 


2. Economic Factors: Third factor has been considered as Economic Factors which consists of  total 5 variables with the below factor loadings:
	S.N.
	Variables
	Loading

	1 
	Gender Inclusion Fund
	.790 

	2 
	Betterment
	.741 

	3 
	Secondary Schooling 
	.643 

	4 
	Awareness 
	.620 

	5 
	Economic Condition 
	.608 

	6 
	Literacy Rate 
	.523 


CONCLUSION
NEP 2020 is trying to compensate the unexpected loss to the Indian educational system by providing plentiful provisions regarding modern educational need. The research also proved that day by day awareness level towards NEP among UG students is increasing day by day. The study also concluded that three factors has come up with the application of factor analysis named as Academic and Career, Skill and Learning Capabilities & Economic Factor. In the final words, it can said that although the NEP 2020 is in its infant stage, it will take time to gain final shape. By the time, many editions will be updated as per the changing need of education system. 
Limitations of the Study 
The study is limited to the perception of the UG students only. 
The sample size is also limited.
Implications of the Study
The present study will help the practitioners including government, policy makers, teachers and students in understanding the NEP 2020 in clearer way. The policy makers, through this study can understand what exactly students think and want in NEP 2020 and update the policy accordingly. The study will also help the students in understanding different dimensions of the NEP 2020. 
REFERENCES
· Ansari Anum, (2020), NEP 2020: National Education Policy lays stress on 'Research':, https://www.shiksha.com/articles/nep-2020-national-education-policy-lays-stress-on-research-prakash-javadekar-blogId-46049
· David J Cennimo https://www.medscape.com/answers/2500114-197401/what-is-covid-19
· Dr. Udita Ghosh Sarkar, August 07, 2020 updated on https://www.financialexpress.com/education-2/balance-imbalance-new-normal-and-new-education-policy/2048136/
· Kalyani, Pawan (2020), An Empirical Study on NEP 2020 [National Education Policy] with Special Reference to the Future of Indian Education System and Its effects on the Stakeholders, Journal of Management Engineering and Information Technology (JMEIT), Volume 7 Issue 5, Oct 2020, Online ISSN: 2394 – 8124
· P.S. Aithal & Shubrajyotsna Aithal (2020), “Analysis of the Indian National Education Policy 2020 towards Achieving its Objectives”, International Journal of Management,Technology, and Social Sciences (IJMTS),Vol. 5, Issue. 2, pp. 19-41.
· Praveen  Jha,  Pooja  Parvati,  (2020), “Long on Rhetoric and Short on substance National Education Policy, 2020”, Economic and Political review journal, Vol. 55, Issue No. 34.
· Marriam Webster Dictionary. Pandemic. Available from:https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pandemic: introduction to Pandemic https://www.physio-pedia.com/Coronavirus_Disease_(COVID-19)
· Mridul, Madhav Panditrao, Minnu Mridul Panditrao, (2020) National Education Policy 2020: What is in it for a student, a parent, a teacher, or us, as a Higher Education Institution/University? https://aujmsr.com/national-education-policy-2020-what-is-in-it-for-a-student-a-parent-a-teacher-or-us-as-a-higher-education-institution-university/,Review Article2(2);70-79 doi:10.25259/AUJMSR_32_2020
· Muskan Sha, (2020), “National Education Policy 2020”, International journal of research.
· Roshni, Chakraborthy New Delhi, August 29, 2020 UPDATED: September 9, 2020 4-year UG courses with multiple entry-exit options: What does this change in NEP 2020 mean? https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/featurephilia/story/4-year-ug-courses-with-multiple-entry-exit-options-in-nep-2020-explained-1716537-2020-08-29
· Rustom Kerawalla, December 02, 2020 updated on https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/nep-2020-challenges-that-govt-must-address-to-expedite-education-reforms/storyGBNZVBj0Zt1fzTLk33m0LI.html
· "National Education Policy 2020: All You Need to Know". The Times of India.
· "National Policy on Education, 1986 (As modified in 1992)" (PDF). HRD Ministry. Archived from the original (PDF) on 26 November 2010. Retrieved 3 March 2011.
· "New Education Policy 2020 HIGHLIGHTS: HRD Ministry New National Education Policy Latest News, MHRD NEP Today News Update". Retrieved 29 July 2020
· https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Policy_on_Education 
· https://www.bloombergquint.com/opinion/nep-2020-an-interplay-of-education-and-technology
· https://www.brookings.edu/blog/education-plus-development/2020/10/02/indias-national-education-policy-2020-a-reformist-step-forward/
·  https://www.oneindia.com/india/new-education-policy-2020-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-nep-3127811.html
� Faculty, Daly College of Business Management


� Principal, Daly College of Business Management









_1724612682.xls
Chart1

		High

		Moderate

		Low



Awareness Level

67

40

20



Sheet1

				High		Moderate		Low

				67		40		20






